
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Margaret M. 
 

Preschool News 
   Time flies! It seems as if the 
Preschoolers were just enjoying the first 
day of school, and here it is, three 
months later. So many fun things have 
happened in those months. In October, 
we traveled to Havenwoods State Forest 
to use our senses to explore God’s 
wonderful world. The Preschoolers 
found all the colors of the rainbow in 
nature, smelled many plants, listened to 
birds and squirrels (and highway 
noises), and touched moss, tree trunks, 
sticks, seeds, milkweed, and leaves – 
just to mention a few.  
   We also celebrated fall in October 
with a fantastic party. The children 
dressed up as characters (mostly super-
heroes), showed off their costumes to 
Pastor Marquardt and Mrs. Sue, played 
games for prizes, decorated a pumpkin, 
and enjoyed delicious snacks supplied 
by their parents. 
   In November, Beth B., Natalie’s 
mom, came to school and took school 
pictures and class pictures. Those were 
very exciting days! Most of the children 

enjoyed smiling for the camera. However, 
Beth did get a great workout trying to get a 
good shot of each child. There was lots of 
teeth clenching smiles, sudden movements, 
completely turning on the stool, and 
storytelling! It was fun! 
   The Sunday School Christmas pageant 
will happen at the beginning of December. 
The Preschoolers have been asked to 
participate as angels and sheep, and to join 
in the singing of two songs. We are very 
excited by this idea, and happy that Bekah 
is willing to involve the Preschool. Kitty 
W., a Preschool grandmother, is making 
all the costumes for us. We are so thankful 
for her help and sewing expertise.  
 
   Here’s my quote out of the mouths of 
babes:  
A child had been telling me a very 
involved story about “Ryan.”  
I was finally able to ask the question, 
“Who is Ryan?”  
The child answered, “He lives in my 
iPad!” 
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Reformation 500 
By Megan S. 

  On Sunday, November 5th, 
the Southeastern Wisconsin 
District Reformation 500 
festival worship service was 
held at the Miller High Life 
Theatre.  At least 4,500 were 
in attendance for a service 
full of hymns, choirs, two 
brass ensembles, organ, and 
Word.  Members of St. James 
were invited to be included in 
the adult choir and we had 7 
members of our own join 
over 300 other choir 
members to participate in 
singing five songs.  We 
studied the music together 
here at St. James the week 
before, attended a local 
rehearsal at Wisconsin 
Lutheran High 

School the day before the 
service, and also rehearsed 
prior to the service.  One of 
the choir pieces was very 
familiar to us because we 
used it for our own 
Reformation choir piece the 
week before at St. James!  
There was also a children’s 
choir of almost 200 and in 
addition there were familiar 
faces of our own members 
out in the audience who 
came to this once in a 
lifetime opportunity. 
  A lot went into making this 
special service happen.  
Many thanks are given to our 
Southeastern Wisconsin 
District who provided the 
choir music free of charge 

and is allowing us to keep 
the music to all five hymns 
for our music library.  
Thanks to those members in 
our congregation who took 
the time to prepare and sing 
in the service.  Special 
thanks to Mary Prange for 
directing the adult choir.  
Thanks to those that attended 
the service.  There were not 
many seats left open in the 
Theatre.  Being able to sing 
hymns with over 4,500 other 
voices was a rare 
opportunity. 
  If you are ever interested in 
participating in similar 
events in the future, please 
continue to read the 
announcements in the 
Bulletin and the 
Communicator!  It is truly an 
encouragement and a 
blessing whenever we can 
join forces with other 
congregations in the area to 
do something this special. 

Buildings/Grounds 
By Richard G. 

I received the snow removal contract from 
Central Services for the upcoming winter.  It has 
been approved for the next year. 
     Furnace filters have been ordered from Lake 
Wood Filters in Butler.  This is a new vendor as 
the former vendor no longer sells them retail.  
They should be getting them in for me by next 
week.   
     There was a problem with the furnaces not 
heating the sanctuary properly.  The repair 
service technicians corrected the problem.  The 
American Foundry and Furnace technician 
tightened the blower belts on the school furnace 
and corrected the burner pilot valve that was 
stuck.  The cost for the work came to $276.75. 
They should come in on an annual basis to 
service the furnaces. 
     An Otis elevator technician completed the 
preventive maintenance on 11/2/17.  
     Fire Detection Group has been here to service 
the equipment.  It is set to go until the next 
inspection is due. 
     The alarm system was again going off 
multiple times.  It was determined that the beam 
was not in alignment with the sensor.  This has 
been fixed. 

Membership Changes 
 
Deaths: Alice Muenkel 

Where’s the large 2018 
calendars from Thrivent 
Financial?   
 
Sad to say, they have decided to discontinue the traditional wall 
calendar.  In trying to be better stewards they have decided to 
only publish the smaller member calendar.  
 
You can check out this resource: 
www.worship.welsrc.net/download-worship/planning-christian-
worship-revision.  This has similar information as was in the 
traditional calendar. 
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December 
Birthdays 

Scott I. 
Ramona G. 
Mary M. 
Muriel H. 
Liliana S. 
Dick H. 
Carol K. 
Dan M. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Children 
 Update 

By Muriel H. 

The following letter was received from 
Children International. 
 
 Dear Sponsor, 

If ever there was a moment worthy of 
a “Drum roll, please!”  now is that 
time! Because I have an epic 
announcement to make: 
Brandon is graduating from our 
sponsorship program! 
 
It’s an awe-inspiring occasion that 
would not have been possible without 
your generous, unwavering support. 
Your sponsorship was the foundation 
for his development into a young 
adult who, today is empowered to 
break out of poverty!  You did that!  
You gave him regular health and 
dental care.  Your support made sure 
he had sturdy clothing and shoes that 
fit him – that weren’t worn hand-me-
downs.  You ensured he had access to 
a CI community center and caring 
role models.  You enabled his 
opportunity to participate in youth 
development programs to cultivate 
self-confidence and leadership skills. 
All of the benefits you made possible 
were extremely important in helping 
him get to where he is today.  And, as 
critical as there were, none can 
compare to the knowledge Brandon 
will take into his future knowing that 
you believed in him – that he 
mattered.  You cared enough to step 
up and give him the opportunity to 
create a future of optimism and 
opportunity. 
I hope you are filled with pride at 
the infinite possibilities you have 
helped create for him! 
It’s no double bittersweet to see 
Brandon graduate, because it also 
means facing the reality that you’ll no 
longer be his sponsor.  But that 
doesn’t mean your relationship 

 

with him has to end.  Send him a letter of 
congratulations and include your contact 
information if you’d like.  Invite him to 
stay in touch.  Suggest that he can turn to 
you for future advice.  Or, just offer him 
one last note of encouragement.  I know 
he’ll treasure it!  (Send your message to 
graduationletter@children.org or mail it to 
us, and we’ll make sure he receives it.) 
You deserve so much credit for being a 
part of our cause to end poverty.  Thank 
you for putting apathy aside and acting on 
the need.  You and Brandon are proof that, 
together, we can have a real impact in the 
lives of those in need – that one person can 
make a difference in this fight! 
When you’re ready, please open the 
envelope that I’ve included with this letter.  
It’s your opportunity to experience the joy 
of another child’s transformation – to 
ensure another child can look forward to a 
hopeful future just like the one you helped 
create for Brandon. 
You are a perfect example I know of what 
a world – changer looks like. 
With deepest gratitude, 
Susana Eshleman, President 

The following letter was received from Brandon: 
 Dear Sponsor, 

I hope you are doing well.  This letter is to 
thank you for all your help all this time; it 
has been of great use to me.  May God 
bless you and give you happiness.  I 
achieved what I wanted, which was to 
graduate and make my career.  I am doing 
well and I hope you do well.  I hope we get 
in touch someday.  I am very thankful for 
all you help; it has been of great use.  I 
say goodbye with affection, stay well.  I 
say goodbye, Brandon. 

The original of this letter and a handwritten, 
translated letter, and picture may be seen on 
the bulletin board. 
A letter of congratulations was sent to 
Brandon.   
St. James Sunday Morning Bible class has been 
sponsoring Brandon for several years.  The 
Mission Children Fund sends quarterly 
payments for support plus special Christmas, 
Easter and birthday gifts. 
The new child is 8-year-old Jose who lives in 
Columbia.  You may see his photo and 
information concerning him on the bulletin 
board. 
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ODDS N ENDS 
Finance Report 
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Summary Financial Information 
9/1/17-10/31/17 
       Actual      Budget 
       Y-T-D       Y-T-D  
Year to date 
   Total Revenue  $ 43,512.69            $ 42,354.16 
 
Year to date 
   Total Expenses  $ 41,172.73            $ 46,931.22 
 
 Net Gain/(Loss)  $    2,339.96             ($4,577.06) 
 
 

ARE YOU MISSING MAIL? 
Many residents have noticed that they are missing some mail 
deliveries. Greeting cards and personal notes are not getting into 
the hands of the intended recipient. 
 

As you probably know the police department is not responsible 
for mail that is misdirected or not delivered. Mail issues are 
investigated by the Post Master General. In the past few months, 
residents have been filing complaints on postal services and /or 
the lack thereof. This article is to give you an update on what is 
happening on the behalf of the Post Office. 
 

An active investigation, related to the 53213 and 53226 areas is 
under way. The post office is asking that any ongoing missing 
mail be reported to either of the following: Office of the 
Inspector General Hotline at 800-409-9926 or 
www.uspsoig.gov/hotline. 
Information that will be most helpful is tracking the individual(s) 

responsible will be the following: 
 Type of Gift Card (Best Buy, Boston Store, etc.) 
 Gift Card ID Number (this should be on the purchases 

receipt) 
 Cash Amount on the Card (this will aid in tracking) 
  

Informed Deliver is a new consumer-facing feature offered by the 
United States Postal Service (USPS) that provides users with digital 
previews of their household mail that will be arriving that day or in the 
near future.  Users will receive a morning email with grayscale images 
of the exterior, address side. Of incoming letter-sized mail pieces. 
Images can also be viewed on a dashboard at 
informeddeliver.usps.com. The Informed Delivery app can also be 
installed on your Android or I-Phone device for your convenience. 
 

Keep in mind that if you need to send cash or gift cards in the mail, 
you may want to check with the USPS and see what options they have 
that will ensure safe delivery, some may even be relatively 
inexpensive. 
 

Is There A Right Way To Fall? 
By Dr. Reed Tuckson, MD 

Of course, avoiding a fall is best. But if you feel yourself about to take 
a tumble, there are things you can do to help lower the chances of a 
serious injury. 
For instance:  

 Crouch down. That way you won’t have as far to fall. 
 Try to relax your body, instead of going stiff. 
 Try falling on the fleshy parts of your body – for example, 

on your bottom, not your side. 
If you do fall, it’s best not to get up right away. Take a moment to 
make sure you haven’t injured yourself – especially your head. If 
you’re concerned, call for help. 
 
If you think you’re OK, scoot or crawl to a couch or chair. Then use it 
to support yourself as you get back up. If you have a headache, feel 
dizzy or are in pain, talk with your doctor right away. 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Wednesday, December 6 – Advent Midweek Services – 3:45 & 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, December 13 - Advent Midweek Services – 3:45 & 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, December 20 - Advent Song Service – 6:30 PM ONLY 

Sunday, December 24 – Regular Service – 9:00 AM 

Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve – 6:30 PM 

Monday, December 25 – Christmas Day – 9:00 AM 

Thursday, December 28 – No Church Service 

Sunday, December 31 – Regular Service – 9:00 AM 

Sunday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve – 6:30 PM       4 


